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July Church Services St. Andrew's, Sandon  

Tuesday 1st  

9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 3rd  

8:30 am Chelmer Crouch Morning Prayer St Andrews Sandon 

Sunday 6th  Trinity 3 

10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 8th  

9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Wednesday 9th  

9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Thursday 10th  

8:30 am Chelmer Crouch Morning Prayer All Saints East Hanningfield 

Sunday 13th  Trinity 4 

8:00 am Said Holy Communion 

10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 15

th
  

9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 17th  

8:30 am Chelmer Crouch Morning Prayer St Andrews Boreham 

 

Sunday 20th  Trinity 5 

10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 22nd  

9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Wednesday 23rd  

9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 24th  

8:30 am Chelmer Crouch Morning Prayer Holy Trinity SWF 
 

Sunday 27th  Trinity 6 

10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 29th  

9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Thursday 31st  

8:30 am Chelmer Crouch Morning Prayer St John’s Danbury 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  

 Revd Jon Sermon Minister 601662 

Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 

Sandon Parish Councillors 

 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 

 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 

 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478275 

 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 

 David Pearson   david@pearson7.plus.com 471589 

 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 

 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 

 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 

 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  

St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  

 Evelyn Ellis    222682 

Uniformed Organisations 

 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 

 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

It was on Friday 12th July 2013 

that I became your Parish Priest. 

How the time has flown as we 

have shared all the events 

together. There are some very 

important services and events 

which are coming up over the 

summer. On Saturday 12th July, 

my first anniversary, there is the 

Church Fête between 1 pm and 

4 pm. As last year most of the 

Fête will be held in the Paddock 

of the Old Rectory thanks to 

John Willsmer. I do hope you will 

be able to attend and bring your 

friends and relations. Dates for 

your diaries are Sunday 3rd 

August when we are holding Tea 

on the Green at 3 pm followed 

by Songs of Praise with the 

Salvation Army. The next day we 

commemorate the beginning of 

the First World War. There will be 

an exhibition of WW1 artefacts in 

church, with an opportunity to 

light a candle and pray for World 

Peace. There will be a special 

service at 10 pm in Church with 

music, poems and prayers which 

will end at 11 pm, the time 100 

years ago that day when war 

was declared. 

It is important that as a nation we 

remember the past and try to 

learn lessons for our lives. I am 

reminded of the importance of 

getting our priorities in the 

correct order by the following 

story. 

A teacher stood before his class 

with some items in front of him. 

He picked up a large empty jar 

and began to fill it with some 

rocks. He asked the class if the 

jar was full. They all agreed that 

it was. 

Next, the teacher picked up a 

box of small pebbles and poured 

them into the jar. He shook the 

jar lightly. The pebbles, of 

course, rolled into the open 

areas between the rocks. He 

then asked the students again if 

the jar was full. They agreed it 

was. 

Then the teacher picked up a 

box of sand and poured it into 

the jar, and again he shook the 

jar lightly. The sand filled up all 

the small spaces. He then asked 

once more if the jar was full. The 

students responded with a ‘Yes!’ 

Finally, the teacher produced a 

bottle of red wine from under the 

table and proceeded to pour its 

contents into the jar - effectively 

filling the empty space between 

the sand. The students laughed! 

‘Now’, said the teacher, ‘This jar 

represents your life. The rocks 
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are for the really important things 

- your faith, your spouse, your 

family, your health - things that, if 

everything else was lost and only 

they remained, then your life 

would still be full enough. The 

pebbles are the other things that 

matter, like your job, your home 

and the daily necessities. The 

sand is everything else.’ 

‘If you put the sand into the jar 

first’, he said, ‘there will be no 

room for the important things—

the pebbles and rocks. The 

same goes for your life. If you 

spend all your time and energy 

on the small things, you will 

never have room for those which 

are important. Pay good 

attention to the rocks, that are 

critical for well -being. Take time 

for God and let your faith grow. 

Show love to others. Play with 

your children or, if you have 

none, support a school or youth 

club. Take time to look after your 

health. There will always be time 

for other, less important, things. 

Set your priorities. The rest is 

just sand.’ 

A student inquired what the wine 

represented. The teacher smiled. 

‘I'm glad you asked. It just goes 

to show you that no matter how 

full your life may seem, some 

good wine will add colour — it 

stands for joy!’ Terry 
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Sandon Village Walk  
Saturday 31st May 

Saturday morning arrived full of 

sunshine and promise, greeting 

a broad spectrum of 

adventurers, gathered outside of 

St. Andrews Church. Walkers 

ranged from retired with well-

worn boots, weary workers 

ready for revitalisation, tough 

teenagers willingly parted from i-

phones and blueberries 

(whatever…?), to an intrepid 

bunch of youngsters aged 2½ to 

12 up for a challenge. 

And so with much chat and an 

age considerate pace (well done 

Dave) we headed off for new 

frontiers, soon to find ourselves 

upon narrow trails through fresh 

green cornfields, meandering 

back and forth over the River 

Chelmer upon single file bridges 

and enjoying the sight of 

picturesque narrow boats 

bobbing at moorings alongside 

the locks. 

The poplar trees of Graces 

Walk, gentle swaying sentinels, 

offered some welcome shade 

preparing us for the ascent 

among ancient oak and beech of 

Danbury woods to arrive flushed, 

but still breathing, at the summit 

of St Johns church. 

The peacefulness of this ancient 

well-spring of prayer combined 

with the breath-taking views 

prepared us for the short 

descent to ‘The Cricketers’ in 

anticipation of sampling their fine 
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ales and tasty snacks. A sociable 

time was had by all (including 

doggies). 

Setting off again down Sporhams 

Lane offered an opportunity for 

those young enough at heart to 

cool their feet in the ford, peruse 

some country fair at the side of 

the road, before tackling some of 

the fairly grown in footpaths 

(secateurs next year please!) 

before finally returning along the 

beauty of the lakes at the far end 

of Sandon. A big well done and 

many thanks to those who 

organised what was, yet again, a 

popular community event with all 

proceeds towards Little Havens 

Hospice and St Andrews Church 

fund. Steve Minney 

 

Congratulations to David Farrar 

for being the first to correctly 

complete the crossword in May’s 

edition. He wins £10. Terry 

Butts Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 
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Summer Sunday Evening Services  

St Peter's Chapel, Bradwell-on-Sea 

During July and August, the evening services at Peter's Chapel, the 
place where the land meets the sea and the sky comes close; a place 
where the distance between heaven and earth is tissue thin. 

July 

6th  Revd Caroline Brown Artist 

13th  Canon John Howden Filmmaker: 'Lights, Camera, GOD!' 

20th  Sandra Pollerman Storytelling through the Icon 

27th  Venerable Mina Smallman The drama of the gospel 

August 

3rd  Trevor and Revd Pam Thorne The cross and the cosmos 

10th  Suzy Edmunson   
  'Gossiping the Gospel: Creative Preaching Through a Puppet.' 

17th  Camerata Choral Evensong 

24th  Revd Brigid & Laurie Main Music & Healing 

31st  Revd Jonathan Evens Visual Art 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 

ksappliances@aol.com 
 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 

  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 

  Large range of new machines in stock 

 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 

  NO HIDDEN FEES - VERY COMPETITIVE 
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Our Page Answers:  
1. Thomas 2. Tiberius 3. Theophilus 
4. Tarsus 5. Titus  6. Tabitha 7. Tree 

My son is under a doctor's care 

and should not take PE today. 

Please execute him.  
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The Quiet Day at Bradwell this 

year was attended by twenty three 

people from local churches. This 

was the largest group we have yet 

had and included a couple from 

the Church of the Holy Spirit in 

Widford. 

Our theme was how we cope with 

being a Christian in today’s world. 

We had three speakers from differ-

ent backgrounds who each talked 

to us for about twenty minutes, 

about 

their  ex-

periences. 

These in-

cluded 

how they 

found God 

and how 

they have 

lived by their Christian values day 

to day, in varying situations. It was 

helpful and we were enormously 

grateful to the speakers. 

These thoughts and discussions 

seem particularly relevant at pre-

sent as we hear about British val-

ues and the fact that they should 

be promoted in schools and more 

generally in society. We might 

hope that there is a lot in common 

between Christian values and 

‘British values’. We also know that 

some working people need sup-

port as they grapple with a com-

petitive and often greedy world, 

where they need to keep their 

jobs, not least to be responsible for 

their families, while at the same 

time trying to keep to their Chris-

tian faith and beliefs. They need 

holding in our prayers, as life can 

be very challenging. 

People enjoyed the opportunity to 

talk with one another from different 

churches, while later having time 

for quiet thought, prayer and medi-

tation. We had a very violent thun-

derstorm 

in the 

morning 

but by 

lunch-time 

thankfully 

the 

weather 

was warm 

and sunny and we could wander 

outside and down to the beach. 

During the day we also shared a 

Eucharist with people thinking 

about vocations in the little chapel 

of St. Peter-on-the-Wall, which I 

think we all found very peaceful 

and spiritually fulfilling. 

Look out for the next Quiet Day on 

6
th
 June 2015. It is always good to 

have time for God, but sometimes 

difficult in busy lives, the Chelmer-

Crouch Quiet Day provides that 

space. We look forward to seeing 

you next year.      

  Christine Horton 

The Chelmer-Crouch Quiet Day at Bradwell 
Saturday 7th June 
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Sowing the Seed of Love 

When you plan your garden this Spring 

Plant three rows of Peas: 

Peace of mind, Peace of heart,  

Peace of Soul. 

Plant four rows of Squash: 

Squash gossip, Squash indifference, 

Squash grumbling, Squash selfishness. 

Plant four rows of Lettuce 

Lettuce be fruitful, Lettuce be kind,  

Lettuce be happy,  

Lettuce really love one another. 

No garden should be without turnips: 

Turnip for service when needed,  

Turnip to help one another,  

Turnip the music and dance. 

Water freely with Patience and 

cultivate with Love. 

There is much fruit in your garden 

Because you reap what you sow. 

To conclude our garden,  

we must have Thyme: 

Thyme for fun,  

Thyme for rest,  

Thyme for ourselves. 

From a notice at  

Orthona Community during the  

Chelmer Crouch  Group Quiet 

Day on 7th June 

Fun at the Quiet Day 
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Forthcoming Events 

Church Fete  

Saturday 12th July 1 pm – 4 pm 

In the Paddock, the Old Rectory 

Thanks to John Willsmer 

Plenty for all the family 

Tombola, Plants, Cakes, Books, 

Children’s Toys, Jewellery ,Farm 

Shop, Teddy Tombola. Golf, 

Face Painting 

Bouncy  

Castle 

Refresh-

ments. 

Tea in the 

Rectory 

Garden  

Hot Dogs  and burgers 

DJ for music Fun Dog Show 

Children’s Races. 

Grand Draw  at 3:30 pm  

1st Prize £100  

2nd Prize  

Cream Tea for two  

at Bygones of Writtle,  

3rd Prize Food Hamper and 

many other prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tea on the Green 

Sunday 3rd August at 3 pm  

To celebrate the Centenary of 

the Diocese of Chelmsford we 

welcome the village to Tea and 

Cake on the Village Green. 

This will be followed at 4 pm by a 
Songs of Praise accompanied 

by the Salvation Army Band. 

Please bring fold up chairs or 

blankets to sit on. 

Come on and let’s have a 

wonderful afternoon together. 
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Remembering WW1 

St. Andrews will be remembering 

the declaration of World War 1 

on Monday 4th August. 

The church will be open all day 

for people to visit and view  

artefacts of the First World War. 

There will also be chance to 

reflect on the event and possibly 

to light a candle. 
There will be a service in 

Church at 10 pm until 11 pm. 

At this service there will be 

music, poems and prayers.  

At 11 pm, the time when war 

was declared 100 years ago, all 

the candles will be extinguished 

and one candle will remain lit as 

a symbol of peace. 

I do hope you are able to visit 

the church during the day and 

also to attend the service at 

10 pm. We look forward to 

seeing you.  

Church Open Days 

Saturday 20th September 

Sunday 21st September  

 

Come and see 

all the displays 

of 

organisations 

in our church 

and village. 

We invite you 

to become a 

Friend of St. 

Andrews Church 

Church open with guides from 

2pm – 4pm.  

Refreshments during the 

afternoon 

Visit the bell tower and  

have a try at handbell ringing 

3 pm Presentation about the  

Friends of Sandon Church 

Come and give a donation to the 

church and make history by 

putting your name in the time 

capsule which will be buried in 

the churchyard. 

Evening Concert on Saturday at 

7.30pm  

with  

The Southend Boys and Girls 

Choir concert  

Tickets available in August.  

Come and support your Village 

Church 

“Megan could not come to school today because she has been 

bothered by very close veins.” 
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This is part 2 of 4 of Inspector 

Dick Thomas’ piece for Sandon 

Parish Magazine. Editor 
Training 

Basic training for a General 

Purpose dog takes 13 weeks 

and is generally considered one 

of the most challenging courses 

that can be undertaken by a 

police officer both mentally and 

physically. 

All training is reward based with 

the dogs seeing all that is asked 

of them as a 

game, the 

reward being 

their favourite 

toy and 

usually a 

game of tug 

of war with 

their handler. 

New handlers 

quickly learn 

the art of 

keeping 

fingers and hands away from the 

dogs’ mouths when rewarding 

them, as it is not unusual for the 

dog to be quicker than the 

handler and the first aid box then 

comes out. 

Whilst some training takes place 

at Sandon, the majority is 

undertaken at various locations 

around the County as this 

provides the dogs with a more 

realistic training environment. 

The General Purpose Dogs are 

trained in tracking across a 

variety of terrain, open country 

and house searches for both 

persons and property. In relation 

to suspects the dogs are trained 

to chase a fleeing suspect. 

Should the suspect stop and 

give up the dogs will stop and 

bark at them. Should they try to 

run again the dog will bite. 

Obviously if 

the suspect 

just keeps 

running the 

dog will stop 

them in the 

only way it 

knows how; 

only releasing 

its hold on 

the command 

of the 

handler. 

Training also involves the dog 

working problems out for 

themselves. Being intelligent 

animals they will often know 

what to do but decide they may 

not wish to do it. By rewarding 

the behaviour we want the dogs 

learn the only way they get their 

toy is to do what is required. It is 

often like dealing with children 

Essex Police Dog Section 

Police Dog Bob at work at last year’s V 
festival. This gent was assisting with some 

training.  

July 2014 Sandon Parish Magazine Page 15 July 2014 

who wish to try 

their parents’ 

patience! 

And patience and 

persistence are 

the key. At the 

conclusion of the 

basic course, 

handlers and their 

dogs attend a 

formal passing 

out parade, held 

at Sandon, where 

their new skills 

are demonstrated 

to family and 

friends. 

Even when they 

are then 

deployed, training remains a 

continuous process for the 

working life of the dog - with 

each team being required to 

attend a 

minimum 

number of 

training sessions 

per year. Annual 

re-licensing 

ensures that the 

dogs’ standards 

remain high and 

are in 

compliance with 

National 

guidelines. 

Drugs and 

explosives dogs 

are only trained 

in scent 

detection and 

again they see 

this as a game with them 

searching for their tennis ball or 

toy. 

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 

A German Shepherd  
at Passing Out Parade 

http://www.grantandjones.co.uk/
mailto:sales@grantandjones.co.uk
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Baptism Register 
We have welcomed into God’s 

church in Baptism: 

25th May Evie Bobeldijk 

 Freya Jane Hall 

13th April Alex Christopher Slade 

Burials Register 
We have commended into God’s 

care at her funeral: 

3rd June Joan Kennedy 

St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions should be sent 
to magazine@sandon-
church.info or Richard Cecil, 
Chestnut Cottage, CM2 7RN. 
Please ensure they are sent by 
the 10th of the month preceding 
publication. 
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'Toddler Rocks!' With a title like 

that, you could barely keep Gill 

(Haddington) and me away. After 

many years of being involved in 

Tiny Tots, our weekly parent & 

toddler group at St Andrew's, this 

seemed the perfect opportunity 

for new inspiration, from 

speakers on our specialist 

subject running a toddler group 

within a church environment. 

The event was 

organised by The 

Etheos Trust, 'a 

charity that 

encourages 

leaders, enables 

churches and 

engages 

community', a 

recipe for success 

surely. 

We had 3 speakers beginning 

with Richard Hardy, a Baptist 

Minister from Wales and a 

Director of the Etheos Trust. As a 

national speaker, Richard had 

addressed thousands of toddler 

group leaders in recent years, 

encouraging them to make the 

most of their ministry. He also 

ran his own toddler group for 18 

months when it was facing 

closure, so was able to bring first

-hand experience along with him. 

He was very engaging and 

positively evangelical in his style, 

so proved to be quite 

entertaining as well as 

informative. If I were to share 

one message from Richard's 

presentation it would be 'as 

leaders we have a special place 

in God's plan' and to take 

inspiration from that. 

Our next speaker was Fiona Burt 

who has worked as a playtime 

coordinator for 

Care for the 

family. The 

Playtime Project 

that she was 

involved in aims 

to support Church

-based toddler 

group leaders in 

the family 

ministry. She has 

recently started a new (and 

enormous!) Toddler Group at her 

church and is working with the 

1277 group which brings key 

people together from the main 

denominations to raise the 

profile of toddler groups and 

speak on their behalf to the 

Government. (Who would have 

known that we have a group 

speaking with the government on 

behalf of Toddler Groups?! Not 

me for sure!). 

Toddler Rocks 
'Making the most of your toddler groups Mission opportunities' 

(Salvation Army, Saturday 17th May 2014 - 10 -4pm) 

'He called a little child and had him 

stand amongst them. 

And he said 'I tell you the truth, 

unless you change and become 

like children 

you will never enter the Kingdom 

of heaven.''  Matthew 18 v2-3 
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Finally we had Sue Green, a 

practising Toddler Group leader 

who has helped many groups 

across Cambridgeshire get 

started. Sue led us through a 

demonstration full of ideas and 

enthusiasm for toddler craft. 

So what did we do? The 

speakers were encouraging us 

to look at what we have within 

our Toddler Ministry & where we 

are now, with a view to 

developing a Vision of where we 

are aiming to be and of course 

how to get there. Just as our 

enthusiasm and list of things-to-

do-when-we-get-home started to 

get into full swing they gave the 

timely advice to think carefully 

about our action plans and 

approach with caution, as it's 

better to achieve one 

improvement well, than find 

ourselves being over ambitious 

and potentially achieving very 

little. 

A key point that was highlighted, 

and definitely striking a chord 

with us at St Andrew's, was that 

often we at Toddlers are the only 

contact with Church for many in 

the community, giving them a 

start and a first taste of faith. 

With that in mind we need to be 

working alongside our church 

with a shared vision, allowing us 

to engage with our community 

on numerous levels. We looked 

at the diverse range of people 

who will come along to a toddler 

group (and many of us have 

been one of those at some time) 

and how important our first 

impressions are as well as our 

ongoing role in supporting, 

integrating and loving the 

families in their varying needs or 

place within the group. 

I know I can speak on behalf of 

both Gill & me when I say that 

after a very inspiring day we 

concluded (with a slight pat on 

the back) that much of what was 

suggested we do already at Tots. 

This gave us a true sense of 

pride in the work that we do. It 
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also confirmed what we knew 

already, that we have a strong 

Toddler Group with wonderful 

support from our Priest, Terry, 

our other helpers including 

Janet, Sheree, Diane and Lesley 

and also the wider church 

supporting us in ways too 

numerous to list. 

And I pray that you, being rooted 

and established in love, may 

have power together with all the 

saints to grasp how wide and 

long and high and deep is the 

love of Christ.'  

Ephesians 3, v17-18 

We left feeling full of spirit and 

keen to return to Church to 

implement a few ideas motivated 

by our time away with fellow 

Toddler workers. I might even be 

so bold as to say we have done 

one or two things already 

including adding some more 

'props' to our 'rhyme time bag' 

and making sure we always 

have a designated helper to 

meet and greet old and new, 

welcoming newcomers and 

making sure they feel they have 

a place within our group. 

As Terry said at our Rogation 

Service at Cherries farm, 'May 

God enable us to be labourers 

for his harvest'. 

 

Alison Read, Gill Haddington 

Tiny Tots Toddler Group,  

All are Welcome 

Those Magnificent Men 

To mark 10 years since the 

organ was restored and enlarged 

Christopher Kingsley, Director of 

Music & Paul Hagger, Organist 

describe, discuss and 

demonstrate the organ in 

Danbury Parish Church, 

followed by a BBQ in the 

Meeting Room Garden. 

Saturday 5th July 2014 

6:30 pm. 

Admission is free with a retiring 

collection for church funds. 

Tickets for the BBQ are £10.00 

and must be booked in advance. 

(please bring your own drinks) 

Should you require BBQ tickets 

please telephone 01245 223744, 

01245 400079 or email 

cjckingsley@btinternet.com 

Flowers by Mary 
Beautiful Floral designs 
For home, office, weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
Big or small occasions 
Traditional to contemporary 
designs 
Affordable prices 
Free local delivery 

01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

mailto:cjckingsley@btinternet.com
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Chloe, with her parents Peter 

and Rachel have been on our 

prayer list in church since last 

November when Chloe was born 

at just 1lb 9oz. 

On Sunday 16th February at our 

10:00 am Sung Eucharist, Terry 

asked us as a congregation to 

pray for 5 minutes 

for Baby Chloe. 

Chloe had made 

progress and 

could be moved 

from Homerton 

Hospital in 

London to South-

end Hospital 

nearer to where 

the family lived. 

There were three 

obstacles that 

had to be 

overcome before 

baby Chloe could 

be moved. The 

doctor of Homerton Hospital and 

the doctor of Southend had to 

agree to the transfer; there 

would be a free incubator at 

Southend and thirdly that a 

London ambulance would be 

allowed to travel into Essex. 

We all prayed and the next day 

all three obstacles were removed 

and baby Chloe was transferred 

to Southend hospital. 

On Sunday 4th May, Peter, 

Rachel and baby Chloe attended 

the 10:00 am Sung Eucharist as 

the parents wanted to thank our 

church for all our prayers over 

the months. 

This is what Peter, the father, 

shared with us at the service. 

“Today is 

absolutely a day 

for celebration 

and thanksgiving. 

Celebration that, 

in spite of all 

odds, Chloe 

survived, even 

though she was 

only given a 20% 

chance of 

survival. 

“It is thanksgiving 

for the gift of a 

child and for 

Chloe's life. It is 

also an oppor-

tunity to acknowledge and give 

thanks to Kirsty, the midwife that 

delivered Chloe and supported 

us that night, to the team that 

revived her when she was born, 

to the doctors and nurses of 

three hospitals that looked after 

Chloe, to the community team 

that look after her now, to Alun, 

the Priest in Charge of Barling 

Magna, for coming to see us and 

Chloe Kirsty King 
The Power of Prayer and Healing 
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for baptising Chloe on Christmas 

Day inside her incubator and to 

my own parents who looked 

after us over that time by feeding 

us every day, looking after Skye 

our dog , our house, our washing 

and ironing and paying for our 

shopping and taught us that 

parenting is a lifelong job as no 

matter how old your children are, 

you never stop caring and doing 

what you can to help. And finally, 

thanksgiving for all of you - you 

who kept the faith that Chloe 

could and would survive through 

your various methods whether it 

be prayers, positive thoughts or 

messages of hope. 

“Reflecting back to when Chloe 

was born and the five months 

since her birth, they have been 

without a shadow of a doubt, the 

most difficult times of our lives 

and the most testing times of our 

marriage. As many of you know, 

Chloe was a baby that we had 

waited a long time for, and we 

had to have some fertility 

treatment to help us get 

pregnant due to both of us 

having medical conditions. We 

had been very much looking 

forward to our baby coming and 

changing our lives. 

“Friday 22nd November 2013 

started like any other including 

me losing my umbrella on the 

morning train, yet ended in a full 

scale emergency with Chloe's 

sudden and dramatic birth with 

Rachel and I being told that 

there was very little chance of 

our precious baby surviving. We 

had to make a decision as to 

whether we wanted the medical 

professionals to try and save our 

little princess's life and were 

warned that the likelihood of 

things working out well were 

slim. At just 1lb 9oz she was 

packed away into an incubator 

and rushed away to a specialist 

hospital in London. We could 

only watch as they wheeled her 

away and drove off into the night 

on blue lights and sirens. 

“This is nothing like how we'd 

envisaged things being when our 

baby was born. It wasn't the 

experience that we'd longed for - 

of the baby being placed in our 

arms and me and Rachel 

arguing as to which one of us 

would eat the toast. Instead, it 

was like we were on an episode 

of Holby City or worst still, 

Eastenders. Just that in this 

case, it was real. We knew that 

our lives had been changed 

forever yet didn't know why or 

what was going to happen. 

“From that point on we lived in a 

bubble. A bubble that for the 

most part only Rachel and I 

existed in, as nobody else could 

come to the hospital in London 

(other than vicars - as they 

evidently don't spread 
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infections!).Terry who had been 

our vicar in Barling and now was 

the Priest in Charge of Sandon 

came up to Homerton during the 

first week of Chloe’s life and not 

only said prayers with us around 

the incubator, but took us down 

to the hospital restaurant for us 

to eat some proper food. 

“In this bubble it meant we had 

no Christmas, no New Year and 

no contact with family or friends 

for 5 months. A bubble 

consisting of hours sat round an 

incubator, hours spent in the car 

and not to mention a small 

fortune spent on diesel and 

Costa coffee. A bubble which 

contained an emotional roller 

coaster that you weren't allowed 

to get off of, and it felt like torture 

as we watched our baby keep 

taking one step forward and 

three back with issues such as 

heart problems, eye problems 

and her biggest issue which was 

immature lungs. Again and again 

we were told that her chances of 

survival were slim and to 

prepare for the worst. Things 

were so bad in fact, that sat in 

the parents’ bedroom one 

evening, we actually started 

planning her funeral - choosing 

what hymns we would have and 

drafting out what I would say in 

the service. I was worried about 

being on our own and how we'd 

cope. 

“When Chloe was at her most 

sick; she was on maximum life 

support receiving 100% oxygen 

and we'd been told that there 

was nothing else that could be 

done. We were staying at 

Homerton Hospital and Rachel 

woke up one morning absolutely 

full of the joys of spring. She told 

me that during the night, she'd 

had a message from God who'd 

told her that Chloe would be 

absolutely fine and we just had 

to be patient. She refused to be 

beaten by anybody telling her 

that things were bad. She put 

her make up on and was keen to 

get into the ward and be with 

Chloe to see how much better 

she'd got. I've got to be honest - 

I thought she'd lost the plot! I 

pointed out that just hours before 

we had been told that Chloe 

could fade away. To me, God 

didn't seem very present in our 

lives at all and I certainly didn't 

share her optimism - so I asked 

her what time she got this 

message and why she hadn't 

told me - she said that it was 

only a very short message and 

that I had been sound asleep so 

she didn't wake me - but she 

assured me that it was at 

2:00 am precisely. 

“Without knowing it, that day was 

the day that Chloe turned the 

corner. When we arrived on the 

ward, her oxygen HAD been 
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reduced, she was no longer on 

maximum life support, she was 

no longer in immediate danger. 

The doctors were as amazed as 

I was. I asked what time Chloe's 

oxygen had come down - the 

answer – 2:00 am precisely. 

“From that day on, bit by bit, 

Chloe has got stronger and 

fought the battles that are thrown 

at her on a daily basis almost 

with ease. She returned to 

Southend Hospital on 17th 

February and then finally came 

home to meet our family and 

friends on 1st April. 

“Her journey isn't over. The 

challenges haven't gone away. 

The battles still have to be had - 

but with everybody now back in 

our lives again, it is so much 

easier to cope with. 

“That is why we wanted to come 

to Sandon to thank you and to 

proudly show her to the world - 

our very own miracle baby - and 

say thank you - everybody.” 

We shall continue to prayer for 

Peter, Rachel and baby Chloe in 

our prayers at St. Andrews. If 

you need prayer for you or a 

loved one please let Terry know 

so that you can be included in 

our prayers at St. Andrews. We 

would love to share this ministry 

with you. 

Terry can be contacted on 

698988 or 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 

Christian Aid Week 

May 2014. 

Although we did not do house-

to-house collections in Sandon 

this year, there was an encour-

aging response to the enve-

lopes and a total of £347 was 

raised. 

I would like to quote from the 

Christian Aid thank-you leaflet 

which gives an example of the 

work that is supported by our 

collections. 

“When seven-year-old Sara’s 

village in northern Iraq was flat-

tened by bombs, during Sad-

dam Hussein’s regime, her fa-

ther could not recognise where 

their house had once been. 

Now, with support from Chris-

tian Aid, Sara is growing up in a 

thriving and vibrant community. 

Where once lay only rubble, 

now there are greenhouses 

bursting with vegetables, a res-

ervoir teeming with fish, a 

house that Sara’s family feels 

safe in; and soon there will be 

electricity in the power lines.” 

There is little that I can add as 

Sara’s dad said “Your footprint 

is here” but I do thank all those 

who donated.     Michael Puffett 

Christian Aid Coordinator. 

 

“Dear school: please ecsc's 

john being absent on jan. 28, 29, 

30, 31, 32 and also 33.” 

mailto:tgabrown@hotmail.com
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Joan Kennedy  

1931 - 2014 

This tribute is complied from ma-

terial provided by Joan’s friends 

Greta Mills and Brenda Moyse. 

Joan was born in Maldon but her 

father died when she was two 

years 

old. 

Joan’s 

grand-

parents 

lived in 

a cot-

tage on 

the 

Green 

and 

Joan’s 

mother 

was 

caretak-

er of the 

Village School. So Joan grew up 

living in the house attached to 

the school. 

Joan, Greta and Brenda were 

eight years old when the war 

started in 1939 and life at the 

school was very different to what 

it is today. If the air raid warning 

went when they were in school, 

they all had to go into the school 

Air Raid shelter, which took a 

large part of the front play-

ground, and stay there till the ‘All 

Clear’ went. In the summer they 

used to go on school nature 

rambles along the footpath that 

took them to a small wood with a 

spring running down to the 

brook. 

School holidays in the first half of 

the 1940’s were pea picking time 

and when the potatoes were 

ready to be picked up. They also 

did things 

like gath-

ering 

blackber-

ries. 

Under the 

oak tree 

on the 

Village 

Green is 

where 

they used 

to play. 

The Vil-

lage 

Green, 

when they were children, was 

four different pieces of grass, 

with the Oak tree in the centre 

where paths crossed and no 

grass grew. This is where they 

used to play skipping and on the 

grass they played games of 

chase. They have happy memo-

ries of growing up with Joan 

which will always be remem-

bered. 

Joan used to work hard and 

toiled at Kilian mushroom farm 

and later at Sandon Crown. As a 

teenager she learned to ring the 

Joan, on the right, enjoying socialising at the 
Church BBQ in September last year. 
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church bells. 

After leaving school Joan, Bren-

da and I went to Kenmore Col-

lege. After leaving the college 

they each went their separate 

ways, finding work and later on 

getting married and bringing up 

families. Living in the village they 

did not lose touch. Later on Joan 

lost her husband, Ken, to cancer 

at the age of 52 years. However 

Joan’s health gave her a lot of 

trouble later in her life and she 

was unable to do things for her-

self. Greta would call in and 

make breakfast and a hot drink 

and cook Sunday lunch. Joan 

enjoyed social events. She liked 

to go to watch cricket at Sandon 

and enjoyed going to Church. 

Joan had two sons, David and 

Robert. David died from a heart 

attack 6 years ago. Robert and 

Christine, Joan’s son and daugh-

ter-in-law had two sons and a 

daughter. So Joan had 3 grand-

children and 11 great grandchil-

dren. Joan had many friends in-

cluding Ron who lived next door 

and would call in two or three 

times a day. 

“It could seem that Joan liked a 

good argument,” says Greta. 

“You didn’t win with Joan. You 

got so frustrated you just let it 

go!” 

Joan’s funeral was held at 

church on 3rd June which was 

followed by her burial. 

Remember Jane? 

This is of Jane Beavan, whom 

many will remember as Hugh 

and Mary’s daughter extracted 

from the Crosslinks website 

One French historian, wrote that 

“Europe ends at Naples and 

ends there quite badly.” Naples 

is Italy's third city. It is the capital 

of southern Italy.  

Mark and Jane Oden are hoping 

to establish a church in its centre 

and will be working alongside an 

existing church for the first two 

years gathering support for a 

central church plant. 

They have four children: Sofia, 

Inez, Luisa and Archie. 

They are also fundraising to 

provide the resources for young 

Neapolitans to get involved in full

-time gospel ministry. This fund 

will not be used to support 

individuals outright, but will be 

used alongside existing support 

from sending churches and 

income from part-time work. If 

you would like to give please  

visit www.crosslinks.org 
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God held me 

Rev Caroline Brown 

has offered what she 

broadcast on BBC Es-

sex on 18th May. 

A month ago I held in 

my arms my newest 

grandchild. Gemma, 

my daughter-in-law, 

had said to me, “Do 

you want a cuddle?” 

and passed me the ba-

by. There is something 

strange that happens 

when you hold a baby. 

How is it that it feels 

like you are being held, 

you are being cuddled, 

you are safe? 

And we are also held 

when we cope with 

endings. A man in my 

congregation suddenly 

lost his mother this 

week. And as the fami-

ly were gathered 

round, worried that she 

had died alone he 

clearly said, “No, God 

was with her.” In her 

last moments she was 

not alone. His living 

faith holds him through 

this difficult time even 

though he feels numb. 

On Friday a large 

group of priests and 

readers and others 

gathered together in the cathedral to listen to 

a number of speakers including Bishop Ste-

phen and Archbishop Justin. The theme was 

about holding on, holding on to Christ, and 

we were each given a lovely holding cross 

made of old pews, some made in Kenya. A 

holding cross is a wonky cross to make it 

easier to hold but I also love the asymmetric 

shape. 

When we hold the holding cross we also 

know that we are held by God. Just as when 

we hold a baby we sense that we are being 

held, so we can know that God holds us as 

we hold on to God. 

I wonder how we will hold on to our faith and 

our hope for the future this very day. 

I want to finish with one of my favourite po-

ems by Janet Morley. 

AND YOU HELD ME 

and you held me and there were no words 

and there was no time and you held me 

and there was only wanting and 

being held and being filled and wanting 

and I was nothing but letting go 

and being held 

and there were no words and there 

needed to be no words 

and there was no terror      only stillness 

and I was wanting nothing and 

it was fullness and it was like aching for God 

and it was touch and warmth and 

darkness and no time and no words and we flowed 

and I flowed and I was not empty 

and I was given up to the dark and 

in the darkness       I was not lost 

and the wanting was like fullness and I could 

hardly hold it and I was held and 

you were dark and warm and without time and 

without words and you held me 
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Sailing with the Bishop 

As I prepare this magazine we 
have heard that Bishop John is 
unwell in hospital. Do keep him 
in your prayers. Ed  
This article is from Tony Goble. 
Well, if you were to have asked 
me if I have had tea with the 
Queen or maybe to have been 
blessed by the Pope, the answer 
would have been, "No!" BUT, 
ask me if I've had breakfast with 
a Bishop, yes of course I have. 
Well hasn't everybody? 
Probably not! 
David Farrar, kindly in-
vited me to join him and 
a  number from St An-
drews Church for break-
fast with The Bishop of 
Bradwell. Fortunately 
the breakfast was at 
The Crown, so we didn't 
have far to go, especial-
ly as it was for 08:30 am. Mind 
you I guess The Bishop, John 
Wraw, had to make an early 
start. 
David and I had intended to walk 
the 600 yards but it was raining 
so I picked him up, not wanting 
to ruffle our hair! We found our 
new Landlady, Tina, had pre-
pared two long tables for this 
occasion, together with copious 
amounts of coffee. Maybe this 
would hopefully focus our minds 
to the grilling Bishop John was 
about to receive. There were 17, 

including Terry Brown. 
We introduced ourselves to The 
Bishop who was easy to spot, 
not for his mitre, but a large 
wooden cross hung around his 
neck. 
Now for the grilling, Tina arrived 
with our breakfast, prepared and 
cooked by the new chef, Tina's 
husband Russell. It was deli-
cious, sausage, egg, bacon, to-
mato and a wonderful large 
mushroom and buttered bread 
too. Now for Bishop John's grill-

ing! Terry asked that he 
make himself ready so 
he began to tell us the 
story of his 6,000 mile 
leg Round the World 
Clipper Yacht Race from 
Hull to Rio de Janeiro. 
This epic journey took 
place during his sabbati-
cal in 2009. He was a 

member of a 17 strong crew on 
board Cape Breton Island from 
Canada, which finished fourth of 
out the ten boats competing. 
During the questions, some 
members related their own sail-
ing experiences, which added to 
the extremely interesting break-

fast meeting. Bishop John said, 
"It proved an exhilarating and 
challenging experience." 
May I pass on my thanks to Da-
vid and to Bishop John Wraw, 
also to our new Landlady and 
Landlord Chef for the excellent 
breakfast. 
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Christine Hogben, Fundraising 

Manager of Farleigh Hospice, 

describes the event. 

What a beautiful day we had for 

our 5th Open Gardens event in 

Sandon. The 

sun shone 

and the 

people came 

from as far 

afield as East 

Sussex, 

Epping, 

Southend, 

Shoebury-

ness, 

Romford, and 

so the list goes 

on. Going 

back to March, a committee was 

formed in answer to the plea 

made by me. As you are all 

probably aware Dianne Neal had 

previously 

organised 

this event 

until she 

sadly passed 

away last 

August. 

Darren 

Chaplin from 

Sandon 

Parish 

Council 

bravely 

stepped forward and offered to 

bring a committee together 

under my guidance; the willing 

members were persuaded, 

bribed whatever it took to join 

together and 

pull the event 

off. So John 

Willsmer from 

The Old 

Rectory, 

Dennis Terry 

representing 

St Andrews 

Church, Andy 

Hilton (for his 

sins a friend 

of Darren’s!) 

started the 

planning. It was a big act to 

follow but we eventually had 12 

gardens plus the Classic Car 

Display on Butts Green, the ever 

popular 

Barbeque on 

the Village 

Green and, 

new for this 

year, an Arts 

Display plus 

artists at 

work. 

There was a 

constant 

stream of 

visitors 

Farleigh Hospice Open Gardens: Sandon  
Sunday 18th May 2014  

The Mayoress, Ron Bullus, Chair of the 
Parish Council, Brian Neal with the Mayor 

Dianne’s proud family  
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queuing 

for the 

taxi-

buses on 

the 

village 

green 

and the 

Chelms-

ford Silver 

Band played on the green and 

entertained our visitors. The 

‘garden hosts’ were wonderful, 

opening their gardens, serving 

endless cups of tea and 

scrumptious cakes. We were 

fortunate enough to have the 

Mayor of Chelmsford, Councillor 

Bob Villa, and his wife, come 

along; he was only 4 days into 

his new role so we felt very 

honoured. 

A bench was presented by the 

Parish Council to the village in 

memory of Dianne and the 

Mayor paid a wonderful tribute to 

Dianne and also thanked all the 

garden hosts for their 

participation in this year’s event. 

The Sandon Cup was also 

presented to Brian Neal in 

honour of Dianne’s work on the 

Parish Council. After the 

formalities the Mayor and his 

wife listened to the band before 

visiting some of the gardens and 

taking tea at The Old Rectory; 

thanks go to Cllr Ron Bullus for 

escorting the Mayoral party and 

to John & 

Yvonne Willsmer 

for providing the 

tea. Bell ringers 

visiting the 

church gave a 

wonderful quarter 

peel of bells 

which certainly 

added to the 

occasion. 

Comments heard around the 

gardens included, ‘What a 

welcome we have received – 

everybody is so friendly.’ ‘Well do 

you know I never thought I would 

see the day when I was opening 

our garden for visitors, but we 

have enjoyed ourselves!!’ ‘I have 

lived on the Green for many 

years and now through Open 

Gardens I have met many more 

of my neighbours, it certainly has 

added to village life.’ 

Fortunately only the day before, 

a new addition to the family, 

namely a dog, prevented Darren 

from worrying too much; he had 

been having sleepless nights. 

He need not have worried. You 

all, residents of the village and 

beyond, enabled a wonderful 

day to happen and also raised 

the fantastic sum of £3861.82 

which will help towards the 

provision of high quality care for 

patients and their families. 

Farleigh Hospice says thank you 

very much.  

Chelmsford Silver Band entertain  
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Plot to Pot 

“Somewhere, over the rainbow,  

Way up tall,  

There’s a land where they have 

never heard of cholesterol.”  

Allan Sherman 

As July approaches, the 

vegetable garden is abundant. 

The fruit harvest has been 

exceptional. Who would think 

you could tire of home grown 

strawberries! Succession 

planting of lettuces, beetroot and 

radishes continues. The first 

greenhouse cucumbers have 

been picked and enjoyed. The 

garlic has been lifted and left to 

dry before storing. 

Even in mid-summer there is a 

crop that can be planted where 

there is space. Wonderful crops 

to sow in July and August are 

spinach and Swiss chard. These 

leafy vegetables can be 

harvested young for salad, or 

when larger, cooked. 

Spinach seed can be grown 

directly into the soil in drills about 

30 cm (12”) apart. The seed is 

fairly large so can be sown at a 

depth of 1 cm (1/2”). Sow in the 

evening as the seed is sensitive 

to temperature like lettuce. It can 

be sown successively any time 

from March to September but we 

find it a useful crop for filling 

spaces left from other early 

crops. If you intend to harvest 

large leaves, sow a few seeds in 

a small clump leaving 15 cm (6”) 

between them. For salad leaves 

scatter the seed more thinly 

along the drill. As the plants 

grow, they will need regular 

watering especially during dry 

spells to avoid bolting. 

‘Bordeaux’ variety has lovely red 

veins and stems and is useful for 

baby salad leaves. Other 

varieties such as ‘Toscane’ 

produce good yields and are 

slow to bolt. 

Swiss chard is sown in a similar 

way and grows more vigorously. 

If it bolts due to hot weather or 

not being harvested, it is 

possible to revitalise the plant by 

cutting it back. Use sharp 

secateurs to cut the leaves. Our 

favourite variety is ‘Bright Lights’. 

Not only does it produce a good, 

tasty crop but it also looks so 

beautiful. The stems are a 

rainbow of colours: red, 

magenta, yellow, orange and 

white. The sun shines through 

the leaves and being ornamental 

will enhance any flower border! 

Lesley Worboys 

 

 

“Please excuse jennifer for 

missing school yesterday. We 

forgot to get the sunday paper 

off  the porch, and when we found 

it monday. We thought it was 

sunday.”  
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St THOMAS 

Thomas was one of the 12 

disciples we know that  he had a 

twin because he was called 

‘Didymus’ which means a twin.  

Thomas was ready to die with 

Jesus (John 11:16) but it is as 

‘Doubting Thomas’ that most 

people remember him. Thomas 

wasn’t afraid to ask the 

questions that the other disciples 

were thinking. 

Thomas wasn’t with the other 

disciples when they first saw the 

risen Christ. He refused to 

believe that Jesus had returned 

from the dead ‘unless I see… 

and touch… I will not believe’, 

but when he saw and touched 

Jesus  he exclaimed ‘My Lord 

and my God’. You can read this 

in St John’s Gospel, chapter 20. 

Without Thomas’ doubts perhaps 

we wouldn’t be as sure about our 

faith today. We need someone to 

ask the questions that we are too 

afraid to ask for fear of seeming 

silly or foolish. 

 

T-TIME PUZZLE? 

All the answers to this Bible 

puzzle begin with the letter T – 

can find them all? The first one is 

too easy. 

1. The disciple called 

Didymus. 

2. The own names after a 

Roman Emperor (John, 

chapter 6). 

3. Roman to whom Luke 

addressed his Gospel. 

4. Where St Paul was born 

(Acts, chapter 9). 

5. Paul’s companion on the 

journey to Jerusalem 

(Galatians, chapter 2). 

6. She came from Joppa and 

was also known as Dorcas 

(Acts, chapter 8). 

7. Deborah sat underneath 

one (Judges, chapter 4). 

 
Are there any 

tiles that won’t 

stick on the 

wall? 

 

 

 

Tell a man that there are 400 

billion stars and he'll believe you. 

Tell him a bench has wet paint 

and he has to touch it. 

Answers on Page 9 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Valerie Grimwood, 
Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

Sundays  08:00 am 
On 8th to 14th of month only 

Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am 

Parish Eucharist 
except on 8th to 14th of the month 

Family Service 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm 
St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 

(term time only) 
  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesdays  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer (2nd
 & 4

th
 of month) 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

mailto:tgabrown@hotmail.com

